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Important changes re CAO Notifications: 

Dear Principal/Guidance Counsellor, 
 
Please find attached a schedule of dates for the upcoming 2018 CAO application season. 
 
I would like to draw your attention to three changes: the first is a change to the offer and 
acceptance schedule for Round 1 and Round 2 offers which we have discussed with the IGC 
Executive in the past. The second change relates to the statistical categories used to present 
CAO data, and the third is a change to postal communications with applicants. 
 
1. Changes to the Offer and Acceptance Schedule from 2018 
Round 1 Offers will be issued on Monday, 20th of August at 6am. The new CAO Offers and 
Acceptances Schedule for Round 1 has been shortened, with applicants having 
until 5:15pm on Friday, 24th of August to accept their offer. 
 
Round 2 Offers will be available online on Wednesday, 29th August at 10am. The acceptance 
date for Round 2 Offers is Friday, 31st August at 5:15pm. 
The changes to the schedule were requested by the higher education institutions in order to 
allow applicants the opportunity to obtain and accept a Round 2 offer in advance of HEI 
registration, which will commence in the first week of September for many institutions. 
 
Please Note: Available Places will be open and accepting applications from the 21st of 
August, however no offers will be processed based on Available Places applications until 
Round 3. 
 
2. Changes to the statistical categories used to present application data 
The International Standard Classification of Education for fields of education (ISCED-f) will 
be used exclusively from 2018 onwards for the compilation of CAO statistics. The 
classification will facilitate more detailed analysis of CAO statistics and international 
comparison. This new classification will replace the existing 17 statistical categories used to 
present course choices data by subject category. 
Data published by CAO in March, July and at the Offers Stage will be presented using this 
new classification. Where possible, historical data for 2016 and 2017 will also be provided in 
the new format for comparative purposes - see attached. 
 
3. Changes to postal correspondence with applicants 
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Change of Course Choices Statement 
When applicants use the Change of Mind facility they will no longer receive a postal Change 
of Course Choices Statement. Instead, they will continue to receive an automatic email and 
can also log in to their account to verify that all of their changes have been recorded. It is 
hoped that the removal of this postal element will help to remove confusion over the most 
up-to-date course data held on file by CAO. 
Applicants will continue to receive the main Statement of Application Record in the post in 
May. 
 
Acknowledgement of Acceptance 
Applicants will no longer receive postal acknowledgement of their offer acceptance. On 
accepting an offer online applicants will receive an email notification and can also log in to 
their account to view their current offer acceptance status. A receipt of acceptance will be 
available to download for those who require documentation. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me on 091 509800. 
 
Eileen Keleghan 
Communications Officer 
Central Applications Office, 
Tower House, 
Eglinton St., 
Galway. 
http://www.cao.ie/ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Careers in Construction event will be held in Athlone (Radisson Hotel) on the 25th January. 
Construction Industry Federation (CIF) and the Midlands Regional Skills Forum are 
collaborating together to provide information to secondary school students and teachers on 
careers within construction. 
  
The aim of the event is to: 

·         Promote awareness of careers in the Construction sector 

·         Showcase modern technology used within the sector 

·         Showcase apprenticeships and training offered by the education and training providers 

·         Opportunity to link industry with the education & training providers present for 
placement, guest lecturing etc. 

·         Link industry with the secondary schools present to promote STEM and for industry to 
carry out talks in the schools to both parents and students 
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The event will consist of Companies, IoT’s, ETB’s, Solas and Engineers Ireland exhibiting 
on the day along with displays of the modern technology used in the sector e.g. VR,BIM and 
short talks giving of overview of different career paths. 
(Schedule of talks outlined in attached Careers in Construction Flyer) 
  
Below is a sample of some of the companies attending. 
  
Electrical and Mechanical Companies 
King and Moffatt Building Services 
Designer Group 
Jones Engineering 
Kirby Group 
Walsh Mechanical 
Mercury Engineering 
Suir Engineering 
Leo Lynch 
Whintrop Engineering 
  
Main Contractors 
Sisk 
Clancy Construction 
Kilcawley Construction 
Stewart Construction 
JJ Rhatigan 
John Paul Construction 
Paul Flynn Construction 
  
Design Consulting Engineers 
Varming Engineering 
Axis Engineering 
  
Project Quantity Surveyor 
Linesight 
Turner and Townsend 
 
  
Anne Naughton| Project Coordinator 
  
MEND Regional Cluster – SME Project 
Athlone Institute of Technology 
 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Courses in AIT for 2018 

Toxicology and Analytical Sciences 

Students will learn to understand the molecular, biochemical and cellular processes for 
disease caused by exposure to toxicants. 

Students will be trained to use the most modern molecular, genetic, analytical and biomedical 
techniques to identify environmental and therapeutic exposures of public concern. 

 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours)Hospitality Management (with International Placement) 

This is an exciting course, which includes a compulsory overseas work placement. You will 
study the full suite of topics related to managing hospitality at the highest level, including 
bar, restaurant, front office and food and beverage management. 

Tourism is now the largest indigenous employer in Ireland, with 230,000 people employed in 
the industry (Irish Times, 2016). 

 
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) Design, Innovation & Technology 

In today’s world, design and innovation play a huge role well beyond the creative industries – 
finding solutions to problems that impact upon every aspect of our lives. Given this rapid 
pace of change, the agile providers of products and services have to constantly blend design, 
technical, business and innovation skills to remain competitive. 

This exciting honours degree in Design Technology & Innovation is a new CAO offering. It 
provides opportunities to learn how to design, develop and commercialise technology 
products and services. 

 
Bachelor of Science (Hons) Applied Psychology 

This new Psychology degree is being offered from September 2018. Psychology is the 
scientific study of the human mind and behaviour. It examines how we think, feel, act and 
interact with other people. It examines questions such as: What makes each person unique? 
How can we communicate so that others understand us better? How can we make teams work 
efficiently? How can we help people to overcome anxiety? How can we make our dreams 
become a reality? If you are interested in similar types of questions, then this course is likely 
to be relevant to you. 
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Related Posts: 
● BA (Hons) Degree in Business Psychology – Athlone IT 
● New Biomedical Engineering Degree in GMIT 
● News Courses in UCC 
● New Level 8 programme BSc Biomedical and Molecular… 
● Why Design Communications? 
● New Humanities Courses in IT Sligo 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Music Student Experience  

On Thursday, 8 February 2018 WIT is running a Music Student Experience day, aimed at 
students wishing to pursue the BA (Hons) in Music programme at WIT. This is the third year 
of the popular event and students from secondary schools and Colleges of Further Education 
are invited to experience life as a music student in WIT for one day. 

During this day, prospective student can do the following: 

● Attend an emsemble of their choice – jazz, guitar, choir, Irish traditional – where they 
will rehearse a piece with the current students and perform it at the lunchtime concert 
in the College Street Campus Chapel 

● Workshops will take place on the entrance tests and audition requirements 
● Spend some time in the recording studio in the afternoon 

This is an invaluable experience for prospective students and will give a really important 
insight into the Music course at the Institute. Places must be pre-booked due to the high level 
of interest. To book: email music@wit.ie 

Related Posts: 
● Enjoy a day as a music student 
● New Music Course in WIT 
● New DCU BA in Jazz and Contemporary Music Performance 
● A Career in Music 
● Ireland’s National Music Education Programme 
● The Impact of Technology on Music Teaching and Learning 
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mailto:music@wit.ie
http://careersnews.ie/enjoy-day-music-student/
http://careersnews.ie/new-music-course-wit/
http://careersnews.ie/new-dcu-ba-jazz-contemporary-music-performance/
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New DCU BA in Jazz and Contemporary 
Music Performance 

Renowned Newpark Jazz Education Programmes move to Dublin City University

   New DCU BA in Jazz and Contemporary Music Performance launched 
for 2017 

The full-time music education programmes of the renowned Newpark Music Centre, 
Ireland’s primary centre for jazz and jazz-related music education, are moving to Dublin City 
University and will be consolidated into a new DCU BA in Jazz and Contemporary Music 
Performance. 

The new degree programme will be available to students for September 2017 entry. A key 
feature of the degree is its links with, and the facility for students to transfer into, the 
renowned Berklee College of Music in Boston – one of the most prestigious music schools in 
the world in the field of contemporary music. It is expected that this degree will be of great 
interest to both domestic and international students. 

Application to the programme will be through the CAO, with auditions held in March and 
April 2017. Irish students, and all EU students, will be entitled to free fees, paying only the 
annual registration charge (student contribution). 

The new programme will be delivered on DCU’s Glasnevin and Drumcondra campuses and, 
with its focus on performance, will complement the existing DCU music offerings, which 
currently include the Bachelor of Arts (Joint Honours) and the Bachelor of Religious 
Education and Music. Course modules will include Instrumental and Vocal Tuition, Aural 
Training, Ensemble Performance, Composition and Arranging, Jazz History, and Music 
Business. For further information about the programme, visit: 

https://www.dcu.ie/courses/undergraduate/theology_philosophy_music/BA_in_Jazz_and_Co
ntemporary_Music.shtm 

Related Posts: 
● Music at UCC Open Day 
● iPad Apps for Music Teachers 
● Resources for music teachers 
● BA Music and Audio Production – important change… 
● Teaching and learning of Music in post-primary schools 
● The Benefits of Music Education            ________________________________ 
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