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Newsletter September 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to the Class of 2018 

 

Coláiste Chiaráin’s first 6th Year Cohort 

 
 

 

The Career Service 

Each sixth year student will have one Careers Class a week with either Ms Egan 

or Ms Kennedy.  Make the most of this class time which will cover all the 

necessary topics which will enable you to make an informed decision about 

your future.  There is a huge array of options to choose from and, while this is a 

great opportunity, it can also be confusing.   

 

During Careers time we will be exploring: your personal profile, the world of 

study and work, the training opportunities available, apprenticeships, study & 

work abroad and many more topics which will be important for you.  We will 

also be looking at what is available in terms of funding for all of these options 

and the implications of your choice in financial as well as occupational and 

personal terms. 

 

Each student is welcome to a one-one appointment with either Ms Egan or Ms 

Kennedy.  To make an appointment just ask one of the above teachers, either 

the day before or in the morning before school begins.  Ms. Egan will not be 

available on Thursdays or Fridays.  There are certain tasks we would like you to 

have completed before your one-one in order to gain the most from your 
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Careers Interview.  Hence we would like you to see us the day before whenever 

possible. 

 

 

 

Parents / Guardians Information Evening 

 

There will be a CAO/Study Abroad information evening for parents on October 

4th.  Also attending this meeting will be The Supergeneration who are doing 

your Study Skills Workshop with you.  It’s very important that Parents / 

Guardians attend this meeting as will be covering important CAO / UCAS / 

Europe closing dates, financial issues and deadlines and the Supergeneration 

people will be talking to parents about how best to support students during this 

important year.   

 
 

 

Dissemination of Information 

 

Newsletters will be regularly written and a copy of these will be available 

electronically and in hard copy in the folder in the Reading Room.  If you do 

not have access to the internet on a PC or laptop and need a hard copy ask one 

of the teachers involved.  Prospectuses will also be available in the Reading 

Room.  In addition to a Newsletter Folder there will also be folders with 

General Careers Notices / Alerts and a folder on Scholarships and Access 

opportunities.  Do not remove a document from these folders.  If you need a 

copy ask the teacher or ask permission to use your phone to copy it.    

 

Every student is to have a Careers Folder which will contain the results of their 

profiling in: Personality, Interests, Values and Aptitudes.  These will also 

contain hard copies of research they have undertaken.  We will ask for these 

folders during the 0ne-one interviews and at various times throughout the year. 

 

 

Essential Websites: 
www.cao.ie 

www.ucas.com 

www.eunicas.ie 

www.careersportal.ie 

www.qualifax.ie  

www.failteiralenad.ie 

www.solas.ie 

www.careersnews.ie 

http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.eunicas.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.failteiralenad.ie/
http://www.solas.ie/
http://www.careersnews.ie/
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Each student needs to register with:  qualifax and careersportal and 

careersnews.ie .  Remember your account details.  If you don’t register you 

will only get very limited usage and no in-depth reports.  We will need 

access to these during your one-one appointments. 

 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

College Open days 
 

There are many Open Days throughout the year.  Be very selective in attending 

the college open day you are really interested in.  It’s not a good idea to take a 

day off school unless you have a very strong interest.  Many colleges today 

have their Open Days on a Saturday to facilitate students not having to take a 

day off school.  This is also a great opportunity for parents to attend and see for 

themselves what the college is like and check out facilities, accommodation, 

costs, transport etc.  See the article below on getting the lost out of them. 

 

Making the most of College Open Days 

Making the most of College Open Days – 7,000 students sitting 

the Leaving Certificate this year may not make it through their first year in 

College 

 

Dropping out costs money and is most distressing for students and families 

alike. These figures don’t take into account those who stay on in the system but 

are unhappy. As parents we travel that journey with them and I think it is fair to 

say that we are as happy as the unhappiest child within our households. 

All research conducted to date tells us that choosing the wrong course is one of 

the key reasons why students drop out of college. I have put together some tips 

for students to help them make the most of the College Open Days which are 

taking place across the country in the coming weeks. 

 

 

BE PROACTIVE 

 

Be your own driver: Open Days are all about you, not your friends, parents or 

teachers. This is your journey. 
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Establish your interests: What subjects do you enjoy? These might be in school 

or outside school. Eliminate what you dislike. Look at the courses around your 

area of interest. Even if you are sure about what you want to study, you will 

need to find out more about your course. 

 

Prepare: Develop a list of questions. This list will and should change many 

times over the coming year. 

 

Research: The Internet is your first port of call. You will be surprised at the 

level of detail that you will find there. Refine your list of questions following 

each course search. 

 

Observe: When you get to the Open Day, look around you and listen to others. 

Be discerning when you attend the various talks. Take notes and refine your 

questions again. 

 

Ask: You need to get answers to your questions. The stands will have students, 

lecturers, admission staff and often graduates in attendance. They are there to 

help you but you must ask. Be selfish in your search for information about your 

course. 

 

Check out the facilities: Does this college meet your needs? Have you thought 

about the location, student numbers, course content, teaching methods, 

academic supports, college services, opportunities abroad, internships, college 

societies and sports clubs? 

 

Talk: While you are there, seek out as many opinions as you can and draw your 

own conclusions. You must find students from the course you are interested in. 

You will need to broaden your network outside of Open Day to find out more 

about study paths. This could be within your own school, family, friends and 

community. Look for graduates. They will be more than willing to share their 

experiences with you. 

 

Invest: You need to invest serious time and effort into this exercise for all your 

courses of interest and all Open Days you attend. This effort will repay itself in 

gold. 

 

Visit as many places on the college campus as you can. Get a good feel for the 

location and its environment. Remember, once you choose, you will be there for 

three or four years. 

 

http://careersnews.ie/dictionary/r/
http://careersnews.ie/dictionary/c/
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Evaluate: Look back on each Open Day experience and what you have gained 

from it. Refine your set of questions and follow up afterwards. Colleges (and 

the individual courses) are open to your enquiries all through the year. 

 

Given the competitive nature of college entry, you will need to have a wide 

range of choices available to you in your area of interest. For all courses you 

plan to list on your CAO application, ask yourself one question, ‘How would I 

react if this course was offered to me in August 2016?’. Your answer speaks for 

itself. 

 

Catherine O’Connor, Trinity College Dublin, works as an Education Consultant 

and is Author of ‘Cracking the College Code’, a practical guide to making the 

most of the first year college experience. 

Published by CJ Fallon Ltd., 

 

__________________________________________________________    

Additional  websites to heighten your awareness include: 

Course Search:  

 

www.qualifax.ie  

   includes ALL courses in Ireland!!   And not just College/University but also 

Post leaving cert (PLC); part time and full time courses.  

 

CAO  -    Opens online in November 2017 for 2018 entry.    

 

www.careersportal.ie  is a rich resource, and includes videos of people talking 

about their careers. 

 

www.solas.ie (FAS) Training and apprenticeship  

 

www.picktourism.ie  - tourism related courses 

 

www.fetac.ie    - further education information and levels of awards. 

 

www.ucas.com – for courses in the UK (free fees in Scotland) 

 

www.eunicas.ie – for entry to courses in European universities – and an ever 

increasing number of courses are being taught in English.  

 

 

 

http://careersnews.ie/dictionary/cao/
http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.solas.ie/
http://www.picktourism.ie/
http://www.fetac.ie/
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.eunicas.ie/
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Studying Medicine:  in Ireland 
Entry to Medicine: 480 points minimum plus HPAT results 

 

All those wishing to study medicine must register for the HPAT Deadline: 20 January 2018.   

To register you need to have your CAO application number, i.e., to have already applied 

online (the CAO online facility opens in November).   The sitting of the HPAT in Ireland is 

on Saturday 24th February 2018.  If you miss that you will have to wait until 2019! 

 

The website below is the Irish one you need to book the exam on: 

www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au    

Please see Ms Kennedy or Ms Egan if you are considering studying medicine...there are a 

number of practice books for the HPAT tests available.  

https://hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au/prepare/practice-material   

 
 

 

   STUDY IN UK: Medicine, Veterinary medicine And 

Dentistry  

              England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 

 

See Ms Egan or Ms Kennedy  ASAP  

to get an extra handout on what’s involved in entry requirements. 

 

For those of you hoping to gain a place in the UK it is very important that you 

go to see Ms Kennedy immediately.  

 

 The closing dates for Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry in the UK is 

October 15th.  Most Medical and Dental Schools in the UK require you to take 

UKCAT as part of their admissions process. 

 

The requirement to take the test applies to all UK and EU applicants as well as 

the majority of international applicants.  For a full list of colleges requiring the 

UKCAT see the following website:  

 

http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/pages/details.aspx?page=ukCatUniversities  

 

You need to register as early as possible in order to get a test centre in Ireland.  

Closing date is 19th  September 2018  

http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/registration  

There are practice questions on the website.      ********** 

http://www.hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au/
https://hpat-ireland.acer.edu.au/prepare/practice-material
http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/pages/details.aspx?page=ukCatUniversities
http://www.ukcat.ac.uk/registration
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://life-in-the-uk-test.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/citizenship1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.life-in-the-uk-test.co.uk/&usg=__oawQ7w77kzsw4pPrIRoIo5qZPyc=&h=334&w=500&sz=148&hl=en&start=26&sig2=PmNJ7QDqZXUCjrg51gCrDw&zoom=1&tbnid=PiDHuIHSbwMWSM:&tbnh=87&tbnw=130&ei=825wTtvPFceq-gblzqCmCQ&prev=/search?q=UK&start=21&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs
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BMAT: Entry to medicine, veterinary medicine and related courses         

 

Closing Date: 1st October 2017 – use the following link: 

http://www.admissionstests.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/adt/bmat/datesandcost   

Test Date: 2 November 2017. 
                                                              

Don’t wait until deadline!! 

 

 

 

Study in the UK: excluding medicine, dentistry & veterinary 

medicine  

• For undergraduate study, all students (including British students) apply to 

university through a central clearing house known as the Universities and 

Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS).    

• To search for a course go to: www.ucas.com.   

• Check on entry requirements.  You can usually find Irish Leaving Cert 

under “other qualifications/tariffs.   

• See Ms Kennedy re personal statement.  It is very important for UK 

applications. 

• The closing date for application for most institutions is January 15 but 

Cambridge, Oxford and those wishing to study medicine, dentistry or 

veterinary science have an earlier closing date of 15th October. 

• Check out about reference for UCAS asap…. 

 

*** ADVICE --- don’t delay – get organised now…. As Ms Kennedy or Ms 

Egan will be available for assistance re UCAS BEORE 15th December 

2017!!!  

 

 

UCAS:                                  PERSONAL  STATEMENT:                                        

 This is extremely important – and involves considerable work to get it 

right – so get started on it straight away if you have not already done so!!!    Ms Egan or 

Ms Kennedy will be available in the coming weeks to help you.   

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.admissionstests.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/adt/bmat/datesandcost
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://seanseo.com/wp-content/uploads/writing-reviews-300x240.jpg&imgrefurl=http://seanseo.com/affiliate-marketing/writing-product-reviews/&usg=__IapWAIJ0CiJMeVupC76EI5Tepf8=&h=240&w=300&sz=15&hl=en&start=42&sig2=VVkk7DmXF81xw7rABC6q9Q&zoom=1&tbnid=WyOQJVnA1y5E6M:&tbnh=93&tbnw=116&ei=7IJwTpjbMMiD-wb0xtWkCQ&prev=/search?q=writing&start=21&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&rlz=1T4DAIE_en-GBIE243IE249&tbm=isch&prmd=ivnsr&itbs
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New Requirement for Undergraduate Admission to the UCD 

School of Veterinary Medicine for 2017 
From 2017 the School of Veterinary Medicine at UCD is introducing a new requirement for 

undergraduate applicants to the Degree programme in Veterinary Medicine (DN300).        

Undergraduate students applying through the CAO system will be required to demonstrate 

that they have acquired at least two weeks practical experience relevant to animal handling or 

veterinary practice, covering at least two of three species areas: pets, horses and farm 

animals. 

This new initiative is to encourage prospective applicants to learn about the profession before 

applying to the programme. It should increase applicant awareness of what the career entails 

and cement their determination to follow this path. The requirement for practical experience 

does not in any circumstance involve ranking of applicants. 

The requirements are not onerous, and many potential applicants to Veterinary Medicine will 

already be seeking out this experience of their own accord. In fact, the School surveyed their 

recent cohort of CAO entrants to ascertain their levels of animal and vet experience and only 

very few students would have failed to meet the criteria.   

 

All EU applicants must apply via CAO for Veterinary Medicine DN300. From 2017, this will 

be a restricted course which means that the CAO application for DN300 needs to be 

submitted by 1 February. You will receive an email from UCD in January/February 

(depending on when you apply) advising you of how to submit the information about your 

Practical Experience. This will be an online form. The closing date for submitting the details 

of your animal/veterinary experience will be 18 March of the year of application. 

 

 

Royal College of Surgeons Ireland RCSI:  NEW – 2017: 

 

RC005: Pharmacy – Entry Requirement – Chemistry 
 
 

 

 

NCAD _ new – Portfolio Brief for Entry 2017: 

 

AD101:   First Year Art and Design (Common Entry) 

AD202:   design or Fine Art and Education (Second Level teaching) 

AD212:  Product design  

See Ms Kennedy or Ms Egan for more information   
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Ag Science will not be accepted for Dental Science at TCD from 2016 

 

There will be a change to the course specific entry requirements for 

Dental science at Trinity College from 2016 – Leaving Certificate students 

entering Dental science at Trinity from 2016 may NOT present Agricultural 

science as one of the two required science subjects. 

 
 

 

NEW for 2016 entry  _ in Maynooth University   
Changes to entry – MH 101 Arts – more choice 

• New options in Business            Developments in the study of Psychology 

• New course: BSc in Robotics and Intelligent Devices (MH306) suitable for students 

interested in technology and may have entered the Young Scientist.  

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/ 

 

 

 

STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths. 

Are parents to blame for the lack of women in Stem?  

(See Irish Times Article Below) 

 

New report says Irish mothers and fathers are directing their daughters away from the field 

Tue, Jan 31, 2017 Nora-Ide McAuliffe  

 

Blame the parents. They may want the best for their children, but many end up 

directing them away from certain areas of study based on outdated notions of 

“acceptable” careers. 

 

A major Government-commissioned report into the shortage of female 

graduates in Stem (science, technology, engineering and maths) found that 

parents are heavily influencing their daughters’ career choices in particular. 

Despite this, mothers and fathers generally lack information about career 

options and are a key barrier to their daughters entering the field. 
 

 

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/
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This is backed up by a 2015 Accenture report. Its survey of 500 parents 

in Ireland and the UK found only one-in-seven felt very informed on the 

different career opportunities available to them. 
 

 

Irene Sheridan, a professor of electronic engineering, and her daughter Alison O’Shea, who is working in the same field. 

Photograph: Daragh McSweeney/ Provision 

  
Share to FacebookShare to TwitterShare to Email App 

  

This is despite the fact that more than half of 1,500 girls and young women 

surveyed in the same report said their parents were the biggest influence on the 

subjects they chose at school. 

 

Prof Brian MacCraith, president of DCU and chair of the Stem education 

review group, says there is “a job of work” to be done in informing parents of 

the career options. 

 

“Right now, data scientists are probably the most in demand people in the world 

and I would suggest that there are not many parents who would know what that 

is or what one does,” he says. 

 

“Therefore, they might have difficulty recommending their child to take on a 

degree that would essentially lead to them being one of the most sought after 

employees in Ireland, Europe and the US.” 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_company=Accenture&article=true
https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Ireland&article=true
https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_location=Europe&article=true
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Dr Nora Khaldi, a mathematician and founder of Dublin based start-

up Nuritas – which combines artificial intelligence and DNA analysis to 

discover new, disease-beating ingredients in food – has experienced first-hand 

the importance of having parents who opened her mind to science. 

“Parents influence everything from an early age: the type of toys we play with, 

the programmes we watch on TV, how things are explained to us,” she says. 

“And explaining to girls that Stem is more a way of thinking rather than a 

defined job, for parents to tell their daughters that it’s cool to fix stuff and to be 

good in maths and science, that’s important.” 

 

With a mother and father who encouraged her to try out everything from 

playing with dolls to figuring out “hard core” puzzles, it was the science 

documentaries they exposed her to, where she learned about people who 

changed the world, that really sparked her Stem interest. 

 

As a woman however, Khaldi is a minority in the industry. The Central 

Statistics Office estimates less than 25 per cent of the approximately 120,000 

people working in Stem related jobs are female. 

 

One of the measures the Stem working group is now focusing on is producing 

an information pack to guide parents on Stem and its career options. 

While being informed on subject choice and third-level courses is important, 

using clear and accessible language when describing the contribution of Stem to 

the wider world can also help attract more women to it, says MacCraith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_person=Nora%20Khaldi&article=true
https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_company=Nuritas&article=true
https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_organisation=Central%20Statistics%20Office&article=true
https://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_organisation=Central%20Statistics%20Office&article=true
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Summary:  

1. Get Careers Folder 

2. Interest Assessments, etc 

3. Pick 5 courses to research 

4. check out 2 Colleges/Universities 

5. Refer to Careers Folder/Careers Newsletter 

6. Make use of your CAO Handbook 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Get organised NOW with your research and study – start early and 

avoid panic!!!!  Keep notes and any information you gather in your 

career folder...as you may change your mind regarding careers and 

courses during the year.   

 

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://bharatcomputer.com/yahoo_site_admin/assets/images/computer_boy_cartoon_back_side.18815204_std.gif&imgrefurl=http://bharatcomputer.com/gauravjadhav&usg=__6HJ3ftjvIPBi1xW7Y2FAom-m4KU=&h=275&w=300&sz=18&hl=en&start=34&sig2=7K1WRA-gvIF2siJLqVi_Sw&zoom=1&tbnid=A2y322clj-dddM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=116&ei=129wTpDhBdHn-gbDwoCMCQ&prev=/search?q=computer&start=21&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=2&tbm=isch&itbs
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Best of luck 

 


