
A Career in Horticulture 

 What advice would you give to a potential student of horticulture? 

At some stage during my four years of study I came to the realisation that everything 
is connected on some level – we are dependent on plants for so much – food, 
oxygen, recreation etc., and it doesn’t matter whether we have 100 acres or just 1m2 

we have to look after Mother Earth, her nature and her wildlife. I’m privileged to be a 
horticulturist. Yes, there is a lot to learn, but with learning comes knowledge and with 
knowledge comes passion, and it’s that passion that can bring you anywhere. 

I love nature, I love everything about it – the plants and the wildlife; I still get excited 
when I sow seeds, they germinate, I nurture them until they’re ready to transplant 
into the garden, and then watch them grow and mature. Sitting quietly in the garden 
watching the bees and butterflies go from flower to flower getting food, and 
unbeknown to them they’re pollinating my flowers, and I’m quietly saying, ‘good job’, 
because I’m secretly waiting for the seeds to develop and ripen so I can collect them 
and start the process all over again; how amazing it that…. 

Click here to read full article … 

https://www.wit.ie/news/science/horticulture-career-focus-maura-clarke-horticulturist-
glanbia 

**********************************************************************************************   

        Course in Tourism with 

Business at MBC  –     Students View 

Returning to Education as a mature student while having recently retired from full 
time employment was one of the best decisions I’ve made for some time.I will never 
forget my time spent and the friends I’ve met at Moate Business College. 

I pursued a QQI Level 6 Course in Tourism with Business and MBC was the ideal 
learning environment for me. The Modules relating to this course were very 
comprehensive, engaging and many times were challenging me to think outside the 
box. 

https://www.wit.ie/news/science/horticulture-career-focus-maura-clarke-horticulturist-glanbia
https://www.wit.ie/news/science/horticulture-career-focus-maura-clarke-horticulturist-glanbia
https://www.wit.ie/news/science/horticulture-career-focus-maura-clarke-horticulturist-glanbia
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/qqi/


The Tutors are exceptionally committed always encouraging and endeavouring to 
ensure that each and every student achieves their potential many times with 
distinction. 

I have gained invaluable experience and confidence in so many areas.  My IT skills 
and organisational skills have improved dramatically. Whilst it was challenging 
making PowerPoint presentations in front of camera and classmates and taking on 
the role of an Aer Lingus Passenger check-in staff member to check in passengers 
was nerve wrecking these hands on experiences ensured that we students are well 
prepared for careers in Tourism in the future. 

For a ten week period I was on placement with the OPW at Clonmacnoise, Co Offaly 
as a Trainee Tour Guide.  Work experience is a vital element of any educational 
experience and mine was very enlightening, fitting me with skills to work in the role of 
Tour Guide at The Portumna Workhouse Centre and at Dun na Si in Moate. 

Fact finding Day Trips to The Guinness Storehouse, Newgrange, Lough Boora 
Discovery Park and Knock Airport to list just a few were great days out where we 
helped Air-Traffic Controllers land airplanes in the rain and visit ancient burial places 
reputed to be older than the Pyramids of Egypt. 

These days were unforgettable. Finally I’ve met many new friends since finding 
myself studying at MBC, friends to socialise with, hillwalk with and go on day trips to 
the Burren and The Aran islands. 

This College is consistently well run where every student and their welfare matters, 
the ethos is certainly a most caring one. 

Click here for website           …http://www.moatebusinesscollege.com/ 

 

 

         Youth Activities 
Worker – New Course 

QQI Award Youth Work (Level 5 – 5M4732) 

This is a one year QQI Level 5 course which examines the theory and practice of 
youth work. The wide range of modules offered enables students to gain a critical 
awareness of the way in which Youth Work operates.  Learners are also enabled to 
improve their communication skills, self-awareness, critical reflection and 
interpersonal skills, all of which are central to working in youth work. This course also 
includes qualifications for the Outdoor Education Industry namely Lowland Leader 
Award and Rock Climbing 

https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/opw/
http://www.moatebusinesscollege.com/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/qqi/


Students will engage in supervised work experience over the year which provides 
practical knowledge, skills and competence for the field of Youth Work. 

Career Opportunities 

Youth Work involves working with marginalised or disadvantaged young people in a 
caring, compassionate way. There are a wide range of career options in youth work 
including: 

Youth and community work, working with young offenders, the probation service, 
working with disadvantaged children, working with young people with physical or 
intellectual disabilities, drug/alcohol dependency, asylum seekers/refugees etc. 

Entry Requirements 

Five passes in Leaving Certificate (one of which should be a 05/C3 in ordinary level 
English) or a merit in Leaving Certificate Applied. 

Mature applicants (21+) who may not have formal academic requirements but who 
have the ability to successfully participate on the course will be considered. 

Click here for more information … 

https://www.cdcfe.ie/courses/health-and-leisure/youth-activities-worker 

                  Music Entrance 
Scholarship 

Maynooth University – NEW €1,000 – Beginning 2018 

https://www.cdcfe.ie/courses/health-and-leisure/youth-activities-worker
https://www.cdcfe.ie/courses/health-and-leisure/youth-activities-worker


 

  

 

We are pleased to announce that the University will be offering a new Entrance 
Scholarship for one entrant to MH103 Bachelor of Music, commencing in September 
2018.  The top scoring applicant, based on the MH103 written test, interview and 
audition, will be offered the scholarship of €1,000. 

 

The successful applicant will be informed when they receive their offer for MH103 
through the CAO.  Our best wishes to all applicants. 

 www.maynoothuniversity.ie/scholarships 

 

 

 

 

 

https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/cao/
http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/scholarships


NEW link from CCFE to Home 
Economics 

Study Social Studies or Early Childhood Care & Education At CCFE and 
Become a Home Economics Teacher Through The New Link Between CCFE 

And St Angela’s College Sligo & NUI Galway. 

  

Castlebar College of Further Education participates in new project which 
creates a direct entry-route from Further Education to teacher education 
programmes at St. Angela’s College Sligo 

On Monday 16 April 2018, Mary Mitchell O’Connor, Minister of State for Higher 
Education, formally launched the St. Angela’s strand of the “Access to Post-Primary 
Teaching (APT) Project” at St. Angela’s College, Sligo. The APT Project is a three-
year joint initiative between St. Angela’s College and the National University of 
Ireland Galway, which aims to recruit and support individuals from under-
represented socioeconomic groups in their initial teacher education programmes. 
This project, which targets students at the school, further education, undergraduate, 
and post-graduate levels, is spearheaded by Dr. Eileen Kelly-Blakeney of St. 
Angela’s College, and Dr. Elaine Keane & Dr. Manuela Heinz of NUI-Galway. 

The APT Project at St. Angela’s specifically focuses on recruiting students with a 
Further Education QQI/FETqualification to their second-level teacher education 
programmes and is presently being conducted with Castlebar College of Further 
Education, and four other Further Education providers in the Border-Midlands-
Western (BMW) Region. During the next two years, the Project hopes to create 
additional partnerships with more Further Education providers in the region. 

Castlebar College of Further Education was established in 1998 and is Mayo’s 
premier provider of Further Education. The student population is made up of a mix of 
both young and mature students – all with a diverse range of life experience behind 
them. Highly qualified, dedicated and supportive staff give the best possible 
opportunity for each student to meet his/her full potential. 

https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/nui/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/nui/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/qqi/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/fet/


  

As Castlebar College of Further Education Director, Monica Sweeney, explained: 
‘We are delighted to be one of the chosen five FE Colleges to participate in this 
Access to Post Primary Teaching Project with St Angela’s Sligo. This alternative 
route for Home Economics teaching is hopefully just the beginning of greater links 
with Universities going forward for Castlebar College of Further Education. Our 
graduates already have an excellent track record of success at third level for over 
twenty years now. This new graduate programme is a wonderful opportunity for 
school leavers and adult learners in the region who want to become a second level 
teacher.” Ms. Sweeney further noted: “Our next Open Day is 23rd May and our staff 
would be delighted to talk to prospective students about this new link with St 
Angela’s for those who intend to complete a Course with us in Early Childhood Care 
and Education or Social Studies. Find out more on our website www.ccfe.ie or 
contact the college on 094 902 3134.” 

  

Students who transition into the teacher education programme at St. Angela’s will all 
study Home Economics, in addition to one elective subject of their choosing, either 
Irish, Biology, or Religious Education. Students are also provided with a €1000 
equipment bursary on entry to Year One, and a €500 School Placement grant each 
of their five years of study. Additionally, students receive faculty mentoring, peer 
support, academic writing, and subject specific guidance. 

  

In attendance at Monday’s launch were the President of St. Angela’s, Dr. Anne 
Taheny, staff and students from the college, local government officials, 
representatives from each of the five partner Further Education providers, colleagues 
from NUI-Galway, and associates from the Irish Teaching Council. 

In her speech, Minister O’Connor noted the significance of direct-entry routes, such 
as the APT Project, which ultimately aim to increase access to third level studies, 
while also acknowledging the great achievements made by students in the Further 
Education sector. As the Minister explained, the APT Project, ‘will also help support 
the achievement of national policy objectives to broaden opportunities for graduates 
from further education to progress on to higher education.” Additionally, she also 
remarked on the important role that teachers play in the lives of young people, and 
she projected that “Teacher training centres, teachers and school leaders will 
continue to play a pivotal role in helping children to achieve their potential’. 

Dr. Anne Taheny, President of St. Angela’s referred to the College’s long standing 
commitment to equal opportunity and to widening access and participation in Higher 
Education in association with NUI, Galway. This is demonstrated through the 
provision of an Access Foundation Programme, an Access Schools Programme, 
entry routes for mature students and entry through the HEAR and DARE Schemes. 
Speaking at the launch, Dr. Taheny noted: ‘This new direct entry route from Further 
Education into our Initial Teacher Education Programme through the Access to Post-

http://www.ccfe.ie/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/nui/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/nui/
https://careersnews.ie/encyclopedia/dare/


Primary Project is an exciting addition and much welcomed progression route for 
students in the Further Education Sector.’ 

This project supports the diversification of the Irish teaching body in Ireland and 

recognises the positive contributions that teachers from under-represented groups 

make to classrooms throughout the country each day. For more information on the 

APT Project, or to learn more about St. Angela’s initial teacher education 

programmes, please see the College website at: http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie. 

Additionally, interested individuals can contact the post-doctoral researcher for the 

APT Project, Dr. Andrea Lynch at 087-112-9868 

http://www.stangelas.nuigalway.ie/

