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A WORD FROM BISHOP DORAN
Your son or daughter is growing up and you are beginning to think 
about secondary education. You look back in amazement to that 
day seven or eight years ago when you brought an infant to primary 
school for the first time. It probably seems just like yesterday.

In much the same way, our “baby” is growing up too. It seems like no 
time ago since plans were first unveiled for the development of a new 
Secondary School on the Summerhill campus, to replace St. Aloysius 
College and St. Joseph’s, Summerhill. Now, in its second year, almost 
half of the students in Coláiste Chiaráin have never known any other 
secondary school. There is a confident feel about the place.

I had the pleasure of joining this year’s first year group for a pilgrim 
visit to Clonmacnoise in September. It was useful reminder of the 
contribution that people of faith have made to education around 
these parts down through the centuries. The Diocese of Elphin is 
proud to be able to continue that mission today through the work of 
Coláiste Chiaráin. The College strives for excellence in all areas of the 
curriculum and is now in a position to offer a wider subject choice 
because of the larger numbers of students.

The college seeks to be a place of welcome for all, according to the 
spirit of the Gospel; a place in which each student is supported as 
he or she matures in body, mind and spirit. The Diocese has already 
made provision for a chaplaincy service and we are committed to 
supporting the fitting out of a small chapel / prayer-space for students 
and staff, when the new school building is complete. We were very 
happy to hear, some months ago, that planning permission has been 
granted for the new building and we look forward to seeing the 
construction work commence on this project in the first half of 2019. 
There are many reasons to give thanks and to look to the future with 
hope. I hope that you and you son or daughter may wish to be part of 
that future.

Yours Sincerely

Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs 
to all others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us.
(Rom. 12)

St. Mary’s, Temple St., Sligo, Ireland
Email: kevindoran@elphindiocese.ie         

Tel.: +353 71 9150106
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12th October 2018

Dear Parents

Your son or daughter is growing up and you are beginning to think about secondary 
education. You look back in amazement to that day seven or eight years ago when 
you brought an infant to primary school for the first time. It probably seems just 
like yesterday. 

In much the same way, our “baby” is growing up too. It seems like no time ago 
since plans were first unveiled for the development of a new Secondary School on 
the Summerhill campus, to replace St. Aloysius College and St. Joseph’s, 
Summerhill. Now, in its second year, almost half of the students in Coláiste Chiaráin 
have never known any other secondary school. There is a confident feel about the 
place.

I had the pleasure of joining this year’s first year group for a pilgrim visit to 
Clonmacnoise in September. It was useful reminder of the contribution that people 
of faith have made to education around these parts down through the centuries. The 
Diocese of Elphin is proud to be able to continue that mission today through the 
work of Coláiste Chiaráin. The College strives for excellence in all areas of the 
curriculum and is now in a position to offer a wider subject choice because of the 
larger numbers of students.

The college seeks to be place of welcome for all, according to the spirit of the 
Gospel; a place in which each student is supported as he or she matures in body, 
mind and spirit. The Diocese has already made provision for a chaplaincy service 
and we are committed to supporting the fitting out of a small chapel / prayer-space 
for students and staff, when the new school building is complete. We were very 
happy to hear, some months ago, that planning permission has been granted for 
the new building and we look forward to seeing the construction work commence on 
this project in the first half of 2019. There are many reasons to give thanks and to 
look to the future with hope. I hope that you and you son or daughter may wish to 
be part of that future.

Yours Sincerely

+ Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

INTRODUCTION
Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the prospectus for Coláiste 
Chiaráin, Athlone.  Choosing a secondary 
school for your child is one of the most 
important decisions you will make about 
his/her educational future. We hope that 
this prospectus will help you make that 
choice.

The holistic education of each boy and girl in our care is at the heart 
of everything we do. Here, at Coláiste Chiaráin our priority is to 
develop academic excellence, independent learning and a realisation 
in each student of their full potential.

At Coláiste Chiaráin we are committed to offering a broad and 
comprehensive range of subjects to all our students. This will enable 
them to choose the academic path that best suits their ability, 
individuality and ambitions.

The extensive range of extra-curricular activities which are on offer 
at Coláiste Chiaráin further signal our commitment to our students 
holistic education. Each student will be offered the opportunity to 
discover their passion, be it in the area of sport, design, literature or 
technology.

The school is committed to the development and care of each and 
every student in a community where respect for one another is held in 
the highest regard. I look forward to meeting you and your child. 

Brendan Waldron
Principal

Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to Coláiste Chiaráin. I am 
proud to introduce our school to you 
and hope that this prospectus will give 
you an insight into the special qualities 
of the school and the excellent all-round 
education we offer.

We are very proud of the broad 
curriculum we offer, our excellent 
facilities and the exceptional array of 

extra-curricular activities we provide. We seek to promote the holistic 
development of each student, focusing on the academic, social, 
emotional, cultural and spiritual development of each individual. We 
aim to help our students develop personal and life skills which are 
essential as they prepare to take their places in a challenging modern 
society. 

Our students are encouraged by a dedicated team of teachers to
work hard and reach their potential. These teachers embrace new
teaching methodologies, curriculum reform and educational 
initiatives for the benefit of our students. They are passionate about 
their subjects and profession and have a genuine interest in the 
development, progress and wellbeing of each student. 

I am delighted to welcome you to Coláiste Chiaráin, with a sense of 
pride in the values we represent, and confidence in the service we 
provide. I hope that this prospectus will give you a sense of what our 
school is like and will assist you in deciding on the next stage of your 
child’s education. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries. 

Marguerite Quinlan
Deputy Principal



Sarah Gannon
Summerhill N.S.
“One of my favourite things about 
starting school was how welcoming 
and friendly people were. I was really 
nervous starting but everyone made 
the transition so much easier.”

Hazel Grenham
Camcloon N.S.
“I really like it here and I am settling 
in well. All the teachers are nice.”

Charlotte White
Feevagh N.S.
“The teachers are very friendly and 
its easy to find your way around to 
each class.”

Finian O’Connor
Newtown N.S.
“Great teachers who have a great 
way of making us smile.”

Kara Gallagher
Ballybay N.S.
“I think the prefabs are done up very 
well and I love the lockers. Mine is 
perfect for me.”

Oisin Bohan
Cornafulla N.S.
“The teachers are very nice and 
helpful and I like the new subjects.”

Melanie Couto
Cloonakilla N.S.
“Everyone is inclusive. Nobody is 
excluded no matter where someone 
is from or their size. Just the energy 
is fantastic and the feeling of just 
knowing nothing bad will happen.”

Kenae Fallon
Cloonakilla N.S.
“There are very kind people
and really nice teachers.”

Leah Dunne
Cloonakilla N.S.
“Coláiste Chiaráin has helped me to 
make a lot more friends.”

Paul McManus
Ballybay N.S.
“Amazing teachers, great 
atmosphere and just so much fun. 
I’d 100% recommend this school to 
everyone.”

Killian Curley
Brideswell N.S.
“I like all the classes because the 
teachers and class members are so 
nice.”

Ella Powell
Cornafulla N.S.
“Before you go in you might be 
frightened or scared but when you 
get in its really fun and you’ll meet 
loads of new people. Trust Me!”



JUNIOR CYCLE
CORE SUBJECTS
l	Irish
l	English
l	Mathematics
l	Religious Education
l	History
l	Geography
l	Science
l	Wellbeing: Physical Education Civic, Social
 & Political Education Social, Personal & Health  
 Education, Guidance, ICT

NON-CORE
SUBJECTS
l	German
l	French
l	Business Studies
l	Technical Graphics
l	Technology
l	Art, Craft & Design
l	Metalwork
l	Materials Technology (Wood)
l	Music 
l	Home Economics



l	Mock Leaving Certificate examinations are held in
 January/February
l	Parent-teacher meetings are held throughout the year.
l	Subject teachers carry out regular class-based assessments
l	Results of October, Christmas and Summer academic
 assessments are posted to parent

Junior Cycle students carry out their continuous Classroom Based 
Assessment tasks in second and third year as part of the new 
Junior Cycle.

COMPUTERS STUDIES AND ICT 
Colaiste Chiarain offers a range of computer studies to students. 
First years begin with classes in digital well being and how to keep 
safe with social media. Students also have an opportunity to create 
and develop their digital portfolio which is a valuable resource 
to be used while in school and beyond. Students are given user 
skills which allow them to use email, documents, presentations, 
and spreadsheets efficiently and professionally. These skills aid their 
progress in other subjects and activities such as business, enterprise 
projects, BT young scientist, TY Journalism and many others. Other 
aspects of computer studies and ICT are also catered for. We 
also work closely with Ericsson to deliver a coding and project 
management module for Transition Year as well as provide students 
with work experience. We are also very pleased to be part of 
the School’s Digital Champion programme, spearheaded by 
Minister for Communications, Climate Action and the Environment, 
Denis Naughten. Colaiste Chiarain is very well placed to take 
full advantage of the new subject ‘Computer Science’, set to be 
part of the Leaving Cert curriculum and to be examined in 2020. 
Students are also encouraged and supported in the pursuit of 
extra curricular projects such as coding/drone building/arduino 
programming/raspberry PI development. 

SENIOR CYCLE
CORE SUBJECTS
l	 Career Guidance 
l	 English 
l	 Irish
l	 Mathematics
l	 Physical Education
l	 Religious Education

OPTIONAL SUBJECTS
l	Accounting
l	Agricultural Science
l	Applied Mathematics
l	Art
l	Biology
l	Business
l	Chemistry
l	Construction Studies
l	Design & Communication Graphics
l	Economics
l	Engineering
l	French
l	German
l	Geography
l	History
l	Home Economics
l	LCVP
l	Music
l	Physics
l	Technology



TRANSFER PROGRAM
To help with the transition from primary to secondary school, 
Coláiste Chiaráin’s Transfer Programme invites 6th class pupils to 
attend our school during afternoons after primary school. These 
classes provide pupils with an opportunity to get to know their 
new school, sample secondary subjects and activities. Incoming 
students and parents find it very reassuring that they can meet 
their new teachers, tutors year heads and other students before 
starting first year.

INCOMING FIRST YEAR 
ASSESSMENT
All incoming first years are required to sit an assessment to allow 
us to plan for our mixed ability class groups in September.

STUDENT INDUCTION DAY
At the start of the academic year, new first year students are given 
an induction day to allow them to settle in and meet their tutors, 
year heads and fellow classmates.

SUBJECT TRANSFER PROGRAM
To help our first years make an informed decision regarding which 
subjects to choose, all optional subjects are sampled by students 
during an 8 week taster programme. After the taster programme 
students select their Junior Cycle subjects.

HOMEWORK CLUB
In addition to evening study, homework club is available to students 
in first year after school. 



Coláiste Chiaráin’s unique Transition Year 
Programme is an educational programme 
based on DES guidelines and is designed to 
develop academic, social and emotional skills 
in a way that compliments the transition to 
senior cycle. It is highly structured Programme 
that allows for independent, self-directed 
learning as well as academic progress.

TRANSITION YEAR MODULES
l	ICT, TY Portfolio, 
l	Junk Kouture, Young Social Innovators,
 Environmental Awareness
l	Enterprise, Robotics, TY Magazine



ACADEMIC TRACKING
The college operates a staff led academic mentoring programme, 
titled “Aim Higher”.  This successful intervention is based around 
the principle of students reviewing their academic performance 
after every set of formal exams and working with a mentor to set 
realistic academic targets for the following term.  It allows students 
to take ownership of their own learning and ensures that academic 
performance is under constant review.

STUDENT COUNCIL
The Student Council is an intrinsic part of the school community. 
It gives students an important voice in matters pertaining to 
the student body and the general running of the school. It is a 
democratically elected council, representing students from every 
year group in the school. It provides a direct line of communication 
between students, management, staff and parents/guardians and 
offers valuable leadership experience for students elected to sit on 
the council. 

SUPERVISED EVENING STUDY & 
HOMEWORK CLUB
Coláiste Chiaráin offers all students an opportunity to avail of 
supervised study for two hours after school from Monday to 
Thursday. Evening study is run under the supervision and guidance 
of the teaching staff.
Junior Cycle students can also attend a Homework Club during 
the week, where a member of staff is on hand to offer support or 
guidance if needed.

PASTORAL CARE SYSTEM
The Pastoral Care Team, supported by the entire school 
community, work to create a positive atmosphere where student 
welfare, safety and happiness take centre stage. The Pastoral Care 
Team is supported in its work by a dedicated team of  year heads 
and tutors who are there to offer support and guidance to the 
young adults in their care.

GUIDANCE & COUNSELLING
Our comprehensive guidance programme commences before a 
student enters 1st Year and is initially designed to fully support 
students in their transition from primary to post-primary school. 
The comprehensive guidance programme continues throughout 
the student’s entire time in the college, with all students receiving 
both in-class and individual support covering areas like study skills, 
aptitude testing, pathways to third level and advice on career 
options. 







SCIENCE APPRECIATION
Students  are encouraged to appreciate the role of science in their 
everyday lives and to link the curricular with the extra-curricular.
We aim to stimulate greater understanding of Science through 
active experimentation and to promote independent thought 
and research skills by encouraging project work. Each year senior 
students participate in the Regional AIT Science Quiz. Junior 
students participate in the School Excellence Fund which increases 
the uptake of Science subjects at Senior level. All students are 
invited to complete projects for BT Young Scientist, Sci-fest and 
many other National Science competitions

PUBLIC SPEAKING & DEBATING
All year groups participate in public speaking and debating. This 
encourages students to voice their opinion in relation to social, 
political and global issues.

The school participates in many local, regional and national 
competitions including the Soroptimist Public Speaking 
Competition, Roscommon Schools Public Speaking Competition, 
Joan O’Brien Public Speaking Competition, inter-class debates and 
community radio debates. 

MUSIC, DRAMA AND FILM
Coláiste Chiaráin actively promotes the Arts. School talent show, 
music during religious ceremonies and the TY Musical all provide 
students with an opportunity to display and develop their talents.



moving Forward Together


