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physical education facility 
exceeding 1,000 sqm., 
including:

.  large gymnasium  

.  fitness suite  

.  6 hard play courts 

.  numerous playing pitches  

specialist rooms for:  
.  art   
.  home economics   
.  construction studies   
.  design & communication graphics
.  music
.  engineering  
.  6 science laboratories  
.  cutting edge ict facilities 

state of the art building:
.  range of spacious social   
    areas for students
.  37 general classrooms
.  a special needs facility 
   & asd unit
.  dedicated library  
.  canteen



“
“

We l c o m e f r o m Bi s h o p Do r a n

In a year when so many things proved not to be possible, I am delighted that the new school building at Coláiste 
Chiaráin was completed and formally handed over in time for the opening of the new academic year. Much credit is due 
to Mr. Brendan Waldron and his management team, to Rhattigan’s who built the school and to the design team put in 
place by the Department of Education and Skills.
 
The College builds on the spiritual and educational tradition of Clonmacnoise, where St. Ciarán had his monastery. The 
buildings are quite different, of course, but one thing the new Coláiste Chiaráin has in common with Clonmacnoise is 
space and light. This creates an atmosphere in which students and staff alike can work together without the experience 
of being “boxed in”, which is so often associated with large institutions. This year in particular, the added space makes it 
possible for the College to function effectively and safely.
 
Since the decision was taken to establish Coláiste Chiaráin, just four years ago, the College has been guided by a 
dedicated Board of Management, comprising parents, teachers and members of the wider community, and Chaired by 
Mr. Frank Smith. Now that they have completed their term of office, I want to publicly acknowledge the tremendous 
work that they did together over those four years, working closely with staff and students and with our own Diocesan 
Education Secretariat. I am very grateful also to those who have now agreed to serve on the new Board and they include 
some members of the original Board who have agreed to serve for another term. This allows for a certain continuity of 
vision. I have appointed Mr. Seamus O’Brien to chair the new Board. Seamus has extensive experience as a teacher and 
school principal and also in teacher-education.
 
The year 2020 has been very challenging for everybody in our society. Relationships have been put on hold; projects of 
all kinds have been cancelled or deferred. I am very happy that, in the midst of all this, our schools are open and I am 
conscious this would not be possible without the hard work and adaptability of our teachers and the generous buy-in 
from the students themselves. We still have much to learn in our society about taking responsibility for one another and 
I hope that, by word and example, Coláiste Chiaráin can contribute to that essential learning.
 
Christians are called to be people of Hope. The motto of the Diocese of Elphin is Dominus Spes Mea (My hope is in the 
Lord). Hope is not just wishful thinking; it is a Christian virtue. It is rooted in our conviction that God always walks with 
us, especially in times of challenge and difficulty, and that his love is never taken back. Alongside all the many practical 
things that our students learn in the course of their years in Coláiste Chiaráin, it is an integral part of the mission of the 
College that young people would be helped to develop that virtue of Christian Hope which will sustain them through 
life and give them confidence to bring the love of God into every situation in which they live, work and relax.

Yours Sincerely,

Kevin Doran 
Bishop of Elphin

A WORD FROM BISHOP DORAN
September 30th 2019

Over the past few years, since Coláiste Chiaráin was established, the 
tradition has developed of taking the first year group to Clonmacnoise 
towards the end of September.  Almost fifteen hundred years ago, St 
Chiaráin established  a community of hospitality and learning on the 
banks of the Shannon. To some people this may be ancient history, but  
today, it is our story. Coláiste Chiárain seeks to be a community of 
welcome and of learning, inspired by the same Gospel that inspired St. 
Ciaran and the monks of Clonmacnoise. 

Forty years ago, Pope John Paul II came to Clonmacnoise to pray. 
He spoke of the powerful influence of the students of Clonmacnoise 
throughout Europe in the first milennium. Not only did they spread 
the good news of the Gospel but, as the Pope commented, they 
enriched the culture of Europe with their art. This year, it was the turn 
of our first years. 

We gathered under the same shelter as Pope John Paul and we 
prayed about our hopes and our concerns. We asked God to bless 
our search for truth.  I looked around me at all the first years, each 
with his or her own unique personality and character. I found myself 
wondering about their particular gifts, some of which remain to be 
discovered and developed. Their time at Coláiste Chiárain will be 
relatively short; just a few years. It is our privilege to support them in 
discovering their gifts and in becoming the people that God calls them 
to be.  

After the visit to Clonmacnoise I came back to Coláiste Chiárain to 
meet the staff. I was amazed to see how things were progressing on 
the building site. The new school building is taking shape very nicely. 
We expect that it will be completed by early summer and ready 
for use by the time the next group of first years is welcomed in 
September. 

But indoors there is another, equally important, building project going 
on. Without a good teaching staff, the new classrooms would only 
be an empty shell. Over the past three years the staff, under the 
leadership of the Principal, Brendan Waldron, has become an energetic 
team of professionals, combining the energy of youth with the wisdom 
of experience. I am deeply grateful to them for all that they have 
done to make Coláiste Chiárain what it is today. If you are considering 
sending your son or daughter to Coláiste Chiárain next September, I 
am confident that you will not be disappointed. 

Yours Sincerely,

Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

St. Mary’s, Temple St., Sligo, Ireland
Email: kevindoran@elphindiocese.ie 

Tel.: +353 71 9150106

In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. (Rom. 12)

12th October 2018

Dear Parents

Your son or daughter is growing up and you are beginning to think about secondary
education. You look back in amazement to that day seven or eight years ago when 
you brought an infant to primary school for the first time. It probably seems just 
like yesterday.

In much the same way, our “baby” is growing up too. It seems like no time ago
since plans were first unveiled for the development of a new Secondary School on 
the Summerhill campus, to replace St. Aloysius College and St. Joseph’s,
Summerhill. Now, in its second year, almost half of the students in Coláiste Chiaráin 
have never known any other secondary school. There is a confident feel about the 
place.

I had the pleasure of joining this year’s first year group for a pilgrim visit to
Clonmacnoise in September. It was useful reminder of the contribution that people
of faith have made to education around these parts down through the centuries. The
Diocese of Elphin is proud to be able to continue that mission today through the
work of Coláiste Chiaráin. The College strives for excellence in all areas of the
curriculum and is now in a position to offer a wider subject choice because of the
larger numbers of students.

The college seeks to be place of welcome for all, according to the spirit of the 
Gospel; a place in which each student is supported as he or she matures in body,
mind and spirit. The Diocese has already made provision for a chaplaincy service
and we are committed to supporting the fitting out of a small chapel / prayer-space
for students and staff, when the new school building is complete. We were very
happy to hear, some months ago, that planning permission has been granted for 
the new building and we look forward to seeing the construction work commence on 
this project in the first half of 2019. There are many reasons to give thanks and to
look to the future with hope. I hope that you and you son or daughter may wish to
be part of that future.

Yours Sincerely

+ Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

INTRODUCTION
Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the prospectus for Coláiste 
Chiaráin, Athlone.  Choosing a secondary 
school for your child is one of the most 
important decisions you will make about 
his/her educational future. We hope that 
this prospectus will help you make that 
choice.

The holistic education of each boy and girl in our care is at the heart 
of everything we do. Here, at Coláiste Chiaráin, our priority is to 
develop academic excellence, independent learning and a realisation 
in each student of their full potential.

At Coláiste Chiaráin we are committed to offering a broad and 
comprehensive range of subjects to all our students. This will enable 
them to choose the academic path that best suits their ability, 
individuality and ambitions.

The extensive range of extra-curricular activities which are on offer 
at Coláiste Chiaráin further signal our commitment to our students 
holistic education. Each student will be offered the opportunity to 
discover their passion, be it in the area of sport, design, literature or 
technology.

The school is committed to the development and care of each and 
every student in a community, where respect for one another is held 
in the highest regard. I look forward to meeting you and your child. 

Brendan Waldron
Principal

Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to Coláiste Chiaráin. I am 
proud to introduce our school to you 
and hope that this prospectus will give 
you an insight into the special qualities 
of the school and the excellent all-round 
education we offer.

We are very proud of the broad 
curriculum we offer, our excellent 
facilities and the exceptional array of 

extra-curricular activities we provide. We seek to promote the holistic 
development of each student, focusing on the academic, social, 
emotional, cultural and spiritual development of each individual. We 
aim to help our students develop personal and life skills which are 
essential as they prepare to take their places in a challenging modern 
society. 

Our students are encouraged by a dedicated team of teachers to
work hard and reach their potential. These teachers embrace new
teaching methodologies, curriculum reform and educational 
initiatives for the benefit of our students. They are passionate about 
their subjects and profession and have a genuine interest in the 
development, progress and wellbeing of each student. 

I am delighted to welcome you to Coláiste Chiaráin, with a sense of 
pride in the values we represent, and confidence in the service we 
provide. I hope that this prospectus will give you a sense of what our 
school is like and will assist you in deciding on the next stage of your 
child’s education. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries. 

Marguerite Quinlan
Deputy Principal

 

ex t r a cu r r i c u l a r ac t i v i t i e s

pu B l i c sp e a k i n g & De B at i n g

All year groups participate in public speaking and debating. This encourages students to voice their opinion in 
relation to social, political and global issues.

The school participates in many local, regional and national competitions including the Soroptimist Public 
Speaking Competition, Roscommon Schools Public Speaking Competition, Western Region Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Public Speaking Competition, Joan O’Brien Public Speaking Competition, Inter-Class Debates and 
community radio debates.

co m p u t e r & te c h n o l o g y

The club is a popular element of the school’s IT programme. The students meet on a weekly basis to develop 
their ICT skills and discuss the latest events in the technology sector. The students can use this time to work 
on projects relating to computers and technology.

mu s i c & Dr a m a

Coláiste Chiaráin actively promotes the Arts. The Annual School Talent Show, Music during Religious Ceremonies 
and the TY Musical all provide students with an opportunity to display and develop their talents.
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Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the prospectus for Coláiste Chiaráin, 
Athlone. Choosing a secondary school for your 
child is one of the most important decisions you 
will make about his/her educational future. We 
hope that this prospectus will help you make that 
choice.

The holistic education of each boy and girl in our 
care is at the heart of everything we do. Here, 
at Coláiste Chiaráin, our priority is to develop 
academic excellence, independent learning and a 
realisation in each student of their full potential.
Our state of the art school building and extensive 
grounds offers students an unrivalled learning 
environment, where they can truly engage in their 
learning.

At Coláiste Chiaráin we are committed to offering 
a broad and comprehensive range of subjects to 
all our students. This will enable them to choose 
the academic path that best suits their ability, 
individuality and ambitions.

The extensive range of extra-curricular activities 
which are on offer at Coláiste Chiaráin further signal 
our commitment to our students holistic education. 
Each student will be offered the opportunity to 
discover their passion, be it in the area of sport, 
design, literature or technology. 

The school is committed to the development and 
care of each and every student in a community, 
where respect for one another is held in the highest 
regard. I look forward to meeting you and your 
child.

Brendan Waldron
Principal

Dear Parent/Guardian

I am delighted to welcome you to Coláiste Chiaráín. 
I hope that this prospectus will give you a clear 
idea of the range and quality of the opportunities 
available in our school.

At Coláiste Chiaráin, we are extremely proud of 
the very broad curriculum we offer, our excellent 
academic results, our modern facilities and our 
exceptional array of co- and extra-curricular 
activities. We provide an educational setting where 
students are encouraged to grow personally, 
academically, spiritually, socially and culturally. 

Our staff are dedicated professionals, deeply 
committed to bringing out the best in each and 
every student. With the belief that teaching and 
learning should be both challenging and enjoyable 
for students of all abilities, we provide a stimulating 
educational experience, encouraging deep thinking 
and supporting our students in becoming confident, 
resilient and highly motivated learners.

We are very proud of the students who have studied 
with us past and present and look forward to 
welcoming all who will become part of our vibrant 
learning community in the Future.

Marguerite Quinlan
Deputy Principal

In t r o d u c t I o n



Coláiste Chiaráin            Pr o s P e c t u s 20212

Ju n I o r cy c l e

Students enrolling in Coláiste Chiaráin will follow the Junior 
Cycle Programme for their first three years in secondary 
school.

Junior Cycle students typically study 10 subjects for their 
Junior Cycle exams - 7 from the core list and 3 optional 
subjects.

Optional subjects are only selected after students have 
completed a taster programme, giving them an opportunity 
to sample all the subjects on offer.

English, Irish and Maths are assessed at both Higher and 
Ordinary level. All other subjects are now Common level.

The Junior Cycle is assessed using a combination of 
continuous and final assessments. This means that during 
2nd and 3rd year, pupils complete a series of Classroom 
Based Assessments and Assessment Tasks. They also sit 
exams (maximum of 10) at the end of the Junior Cycle 
Programme. Students’ achievements are recorded on their 
Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement and this is presented 
to pupils on completion of the Junior Cycle Programme.

All Junior Cycle students also follow a comprehensive 
Wellbeing programme. Wellbeing is a combination of PE, 
SPHE, CSPE, Guidance and ICT.

JunIor cycle -  co r e Su b J e c t S 
.  Irish 
.  English
.  Mathematics 
.  Religious Education 

We l l b e i n g: 
.  Physical Education
.  Civic, Social & Political Education 
.  Social, Personal & Health Education Guidance
.  ICT

non-core SubJectS
.  German
.  French
.  Business Studies
.  Graphics
.  Applied Technology
.  Visual Art
.  Engineering
.  Wood Technology
.  Music
.  Home Economics

.  History 

.  Geography 

.  Science
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Se n I o r cy c l e

tr a n S I t I o n ye a r

In Coláiste Chiaráin, a majority of students enrol in our optional Transition Year Programme. This is an excellent 
bridge between Junior and Senior Cycle. It is a highly structured programme that is designed to develop 
academic, social and personal skills.

Students benefit from the opportunity to sample a wide range of subjects, free from the pressure of state 
examinations. Students are also afforded opportunities to participate in work experience, educational outings, 
volunteering and fundraising events, as well as entering a variety of local and national competitions.

Se n I o r cy c l e

In 5th and 6th Year, students begin working towards their Leaving Certificate Examinations. They choose an 
average of seven subjects, which must include Irish, English and Mathematics. Additionally, all students have 
classes in PE, RE and Career Guidance. Students with the qualifying subjects can also select the Leaving 
Certificate Vocational Programme as an additional subject.
  
St u d e n t ac a d e m I c Su c c e S S

Aileen Ward - Transition Year student.
Aileen achieved maximum results in her Junior Cycle 
Exams with 2 Distinctions and 8A’s

Senior CyCle - core SubJectS

op t I o n a l Su b J e c t S
. Accounting
. Agricultural Science
. Applied Mathematics
. Art
. Biology
. Business
. Chemistry
. Construction Studies
. Economics

. Career Guidance

. English

. Irish

. Mathematics

. Physical Education

. Religious Education

. Engineering

. French

. German

. Geography

. History

. Home Economics

. LCVP

. Music

. Physics

. Technology 
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St u d e n t Su p p o rt St r u c t u r e S

Helping our incoming first year students to settle in and achieve their potential is a priority at Coláiste Chiaráin. 
To this end, we have put in place a comprehensive set of support structures. These include:

tr a n S f e r pr o g r a m m e

In order to help with the transition from primary to post-primary, Coláiste Chiaráin invites prospective students 
to attend our school for a series of afternoon activities, during their final term of 6th class. These activities 
provide students with the opportunity to get to know their new school, sample some of the subjects on offer 
and participate in engaging, team building tasks. Incoming students and their parents find this opportunity to 
become familiar with the environment, future classmates and a selection of the teaching staff, very reassuring.

St u d e n t aS S e S S m e n t

All Junior Cycle classes in Coláiste Chiaráin are mixed ability. In order to best assess the needs of our students 
and create classes in which each student can reach their optimal potential, students sit an assessment in 
advance of the new school year.

St u d e n t ta S t e r pr o g r a m m e

To help our 1st Years make an informed decision regarding which subjects will best suit their interests and 
abilities, they get an opportunity to sample the entire suite of optional subjects during an 8 week Taster 
Programme.
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St u d e n t In d u c t I o n day

On their first day in Coláiste Chiaráin, 1st Year students are the only students in attendance. This gives them 
a chance to become familiar with the school building and meet their fellow classmates, teachers, tutors, year 
head and other members of staff.

bI g br o t h e r/bI g SI S t e r

All 1st Year students participate in our mentoring programme, where they are paired with a senior student who 
acts as their Big Brother/ Big Sister. Through a co-ordinated programme, friendships are forged between the 
students and it ensures that the 1st Years always have someone to ask for advice or a friendly face to turn to 
if required.

ho m e w o r k cl u b

Homework club, is a free after-school club, that is open to all 1st Years. Students receive a snack and can then 
complete their homework under the guidance of a member of the teaching staff.

St u d e n t Su p p o rt St r u c t u r e S
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te S t I m o n I a l S

“roiSin o’brien - ArdkeenAn n.S.
I have really enjoyed my time in 
Coláiste Chiaráin since starting 
in September. I really like trying 
out the new subjects and 
meeting new people. All the 
teachers here are very nice and 
the new school is very nice. I have made lots of 
new friends. I am really glad I chose this school.

“SuSie kelly - ArdkeenAn n.S.
My name is Susie and I came 
from Ardkeenan N.S which is a 
small school. I was worried that 
Coláiste Chiaráin would be too 
big and that the swap between 
schools would be huge but I 
was wrong. Yes, the school is bigger but I have 
found my way around well. The open night was in 
the old school so it was hard to judge what the 
experience would be like but it is way better than I 
thought! I am really happy I was able to test out the 
subjects before choosing because it really helped 
with my decision. The staff are really kind and so 
are the students. I am so happy with my choice.

“JA c k le n n o n - bA l ly b Ay n.S.
I love the positive attitude of the 
teachers and the other students. 
I also love the fact that there are 
so many subjects to choose 
from. I never knew there would 
be such a good choice.

“JA m e S mo r r i S

bA l ly b Ay n.S.
The Coláiste Chiaráin community 
is very friendly, the teachers are 
very nice. I love the way you get 
to try out all the subjects before 
picking them. The new school is 
absolutely fantastic and spacious with all the facilities 
we could ask for. I know I made the right decision 
coming to this brilliant school and I am looking 
forward to the next 5 years in Coláiste Chiaráin.

Zo e ke A n e Fl A n A g A n

cl o o n A k i l l A n.S.
When I was starting in Coláiste 
Chiaráin I was very nervous. 
I felt like I wouldn’t fit in and 
that I could be pushed around 
by the older year groups but 
surprisingly I settled in great and made loads 
of new friends but the teachers also made my 
experience much easier and happier.

mA r i A FA r r e l l 
cl o o n A k i l l A n.S.
I was really nervous about 
starting secondary school, 
but I was astonished by the 
lovely new building. I am loving 
all of my subjects and all the 
teachers are all so nice.
“

“
“th o m A S co n WAy

cl o o n A k i l l A n.S.
I like my class and all the 
subjects in Coláiste Chiaráin. 
It is also an amazing school 
with great facilities. Most of the 
teachers are really nice and all 
of them are supportive and want to help me learn.

el l A nA l ly -  cl o n o W n n.S
I was really nervous about 
starting secondary school, but 
I was astonished by the lovely 
new building. I am loving all 
of my subjects and all the 
teachers are all so nice.“

“AoiFe ShAnAhAn - clonoWn n.S.
When I started in Coláiste 
Chiaráin I was so nervous. I 
didn’t know what to expect. 
The teachers made it so easy 
for us. They made us feel really 
welcome. I am really happy with 
my choice of school.

mi A do n n e l ly -  ne W to W n n.S
It's a really nice school, all the 
teachers are very kind and it has 
a great atmosphere.“

“Am e l i A br o o k S - 
St.  ro n A n’S  n.S. 
tA u g h m A c o n n e l l

My experience in Coláiste Chiaráin 
so far has been great.The teachers 
are all lovely and the school is 
nice and big. I thought I would get 
lost but I don’t because the other 
students are very nice and help me find my way….I like 
how we move classes every 40 minutes. I get to have lots 
of different teachers instead of the same one every day.

“logAn Abbey

Scoil nA gceithre mAiStri

This school is great, all the 
teachers and other students 
are very kind and caring. I love 
trying all the new subjects and 
I am good at some of them as 
well. The school handles Covid 
19 very well. 

6
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te S t I m o n I a l S

“

te S t I m o n I a l S “ni A l l WA r d -  cl o n o W n n.S
I came to Coláiste Chiaráin  
because my brother and sister 
attend here. All my friends were 
going too and it was a brand new 
school so I was quite excited 
about it. Coláiste Chiaráin is my 
local school and when I went to 
the open evening it was a very friendly atmosphere 
and everyone was very welcoming. I liked that I 
could try all the different subjects first before I had 
to pick, some of the subjects were very new to me. 
I enjoy the breaks and the new subjects. I also like 
the responsibility of managing my work and being 
in charge of my homework and when to do it. I like 
the variety of classes, we have different teachers 
for every subject so we get to move from class to 
class. I also love the other school activities.

“
“

ho l ly cu l l e t o n

co r n A F u l l A n.S.
The teachers are very nice 
and help you when you need 
it. They are also very fair. The 
taster programme was a great 
help, it helped me to decide 
what subjects I like and what 
subjects I don’t like. It also helped me to learn my 
way around the school better. It is a very friendly 
place with lots of friendly people.

“JAck morAn - cornAFullA n.S
Since joining I have met a lot 
of great people. The staff are 
very friendly and the subject 
selection is great. I feel very 
safe in the school because 
there is hand sanitiser in every 
classroom. I also like how we 
are treated more maturely by the teachers. I have 
enjoyed every subject so far. I am very happy I 
went to this amazing school.

evAn dolAn -  cAmcloon n.S
It's been a month since we 
started 1st year. The school is 
amazing. I found it hard at first 
to find my way around but now 
I know where everything is. I 
have enjoyed playing basketball 
and I cannot wait for the soccer 
pitches to be finished. I do soccer after school on 
Tuesday and it's lots of fun. All my teachers are very 
nice and helpful. I have enjoyed wood work and 
french so I will be doing them. I thought I would 
get lots of homework but it's not too bad. I’m very 
happy here and I cannot wait to learn more.

kAtelyn kenny- moore n.S
When I first started I was 
very nervous but I knew not 
to worry because everybody 
else was in the same boat as 
me.I was scared in case the 
teachers were strict but they 
were all very welcoming and 
helped us to settle in. I really like the way I got a 
few weeks to taste subjects and see what they 
are like. I was also scared in case I drifted from 
my primary school friends but I didn't and I also 
made lots of new friends!

emmet killeen - St ronAn’S 
n.S. tAughmAconnell

The teachers are nice. There are 
lots of good subjects to do. It is 
a very happy environment. It is a 
clean and heartwarming school. 

“

“

“
“

eleri o’connor  - neWtoWn nS
I chose this school because my 
brother is attending Coláiste 
Chiaráin too. Every day he came 
home he told us about his day 
and I loved hearing about the 
school. I like the idea of a mixed 
school and now that I am here 
too I can see why he loved it so much. 
I like everything about the new school but my 
favourite thing is making new friends. It was hard 
at the beginning but after a couple of weeks it 
got so much easier and now I have so many new 
friends.

mAtildA kelehAn birch

Summerhill n.S
I really like Coláiste Chiaráin so 
far. The teachers are all really 
nice and helpful. I find all my 
teachers very approachable and 
I feel comfortable going into my 
classes. The subjects are really 
enjoyable. All the teachers teach the subjects 
well and I understand them. I think I will choose 
Business, Home Economics and French because 
I feel they are the right choices for me. I was a bit 
nervous at the start but all the teachers were very 
welcoming and helpful. I am very happy so far. I look 
forward to the rest of my time in Coláiste Chiaráin.

meghAn grehAn

St ronAn’S n.S. 
tAughmAconnell

Moving to secondary school 
was a very nerve racking time 
for me as I didn’t get to finish 
my last year in primary school. 
Fortunately, all the teachers 
made me feel very welcome. I have so many new 
friends. I will never regret my move to Coláiste 
Chiaráin.

7
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While Coláiste Chiaráin is committed to ensuring that each student achieves their academic potential, this is 
never at the expense of a child’s social and emotional development. In order to ensure that students are healthy 
and happy during their time at school, whilst still striving for academic excellence, a large array of student 
supports and services are in place. These include:

Pa S t o r a l Ca r e Sy S t e m

The Pastoral Care Team, supported by the entire school community, work to create a positive atmosphere 
where student welfare, safety and happiness take centre stage. The Pastoral Care Team is supported in its 
work by a dedicated team of year heads and tutors who are there to offer support and guidance to the young 
adults in their care.

gu I d a n c e & co u n S e l l I n g

Our comprehensive guidance programme commences before a student enters 1st Year and is initially designed 
to fully support students in their transition from primary to post-primary school. The comprehensive guidance 
programme continues throughout the student’s entire time in the college, with all students receiving both in-
class and individual support covering areas like study skills, aptitude testing, pathways to third level and advice 
on career options.

le a r n I n g Su p p o rt

A support structure for students with additional learning needs is provided through our Learning Support 
Programme. The Learning Support team assess the needs of individual students and where appropriate 
design a programme for those students with specific needs. These supports are offered following formal and 
informal assessments and consultations with parents, primary school teachers and other relevant educational 
professionals.

lI b r a ry

Coláiste Chiaráin offers students an extensive and ever expanding stock of library books, which they are 
encouraged to borrow and read at their leisure.

ac a d e m I c tr a c k I n g

The college operates a staff led academic mentoring programme, titled “Aim Higher”. This successful intervention 
is based around the principle of students reviewing their academic performance after every set of formal exams 
and working with a mentor to set realistic academic targets for the following term. It allows students to take 
ownership of their own learning and ensures that academic performance is under constant review.

fo S t e r I n g St u d e n t we l l b e I n g
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St u d e n t co u n c I l

The Student Council is an intrinsic part of the school community. It gives students an important voice in matters 
pertaining to the student body and the general running of the school. It is a democratically elected council, 
representing students from every year group in the school. It provides a direct line of communication between 
students, management, staff and parents/guardians and offers valuable leadership experience for students 
elected to sit on the council.

Su p e rv I S e d ev e n I n g St u d y & ho m e w o r k cl u b

Coláiste Chiaráin offers all students an opportunity to avail of supervised study for two hours after school from 
Monday to Friday. Evening study is run under the supervision and guidance of the teaching staff.

St u d y Sk I l l S

All students (including first years) are given the opportunity to participate in a study skills programme. This is 
an invaluable aid when it comes to preparing for both school and state examinations, given its emphasis on 
developing good study habits and motivating to learn effectively.

ca n t e e n

Canteen facilities are available on-site. Students can avail of a wide variety of hot and cold lunches, provided 
at a subsidised cost. All students are welcome to attend Breakfast Club, which is open every morning before 
school, providing free tea and toast, for students arriving on-site early. The school also provides juice and a 
snack for each student at 11 o’clock break.

bo o k re n ta l Sc h e m e

Moving from post-primary school can be an expensive time for parents and guardians. The book rental scheme 
assists in reducing some of these costs

pr e f e c t S

Prefects play a very important role in the school community, providing an important link between pupils and 
staff. Nominated students are assigned duties such as representing the student body, meeting school guests 
and assisting at parent/teacher meetings. Becoming a prefect forms a valuable part of a students personal 
development, giving him/her an opportunity to develop skills pertaining to communication, leadership and 
responsibility.
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lI n k S wI t h th e co m m u n I t y

Coláiste Chiaráin is very proud of the strong links we have forged with businesses and organisations in the 
community. These links provide our students with invaluable real world experience and are a huge asset to 
them in their future endeavours.

We work with Alkermes in the Schools’ Business Partnership Skills at Work programme. This initiative, delivered 
in conjunction with the global Athlone based pharmaceutical company, provides LCVP students with an 
invaluable experience of the world of work. Representatives from the company facilitate workshops for the 
students that incorporate CV development, interview skills, teambuilding, problem-solving and an on-site visit 
to the Athlone plant.

We also work closely with Ericsson, the world’s largest telecoms network services provider, to offer students 
a Python Programming course. This course gives students a great introduction to the world of software 
engineering, allowing them to develop skills not always catered for in a post primary setting.

Our students work on a voluntary basis with many organisations, including St. Hildas, Shannon Academy, St. 
Peter’s N.S. and the Coláiste Chiaráin ASD class. The skills gained by students from these experiences are 
innumerable but include enhanced communication skills, greater empathy, leadership skills and the ability to 
be organised and problem solve in a real life, working environment.
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In order to provide students with a broad and varied experience in secondary school, Coláiste Chiaráin, delivers 
a comprehensive and ever-evolving extracurricular programme. 

op p o rt u n I t I e S  ava I l a b l e t o S t u d e n t S I n c l u d e:

Sp o rt

At Coláiste Chiaráin we encourage our students to get involved in a variety of sporting and extra curricular 
pursuits to complement their academic studies. Such activities are very important in promoting well-being and 
in fostering friendships across year groups.

Sport encourages students to work as a team, to develop discipline and to meet and interact with fellow 
students. Participating in sport plays a key role in the development of crucial life skills.

Coláiste Chiaráin is situated on a 28 acre site. We have a state of the art PE Hall, fitness suite and external 
sports facilities. All students participate in our inclusive PE program.

We are proud of our sporting heritage and we are delighted by the continued success of our students in all 
sports.

Sp o rt S & ph y S I c a l ac t I v I t I e S

ex t r a cu r r I c u l a r ac t I v I t I e S

•	 Athletics
•	 Basketball 
•	 Gaelic

•	 Soccer
•	 Rugby
•	 Swimming
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Sc h o o l to u r S

Complementing both the academic and the social side of life in secondary school, annual school tours allow 
students to experience foreign travel, culture and educational activities. The experience allows students to 
observe the sights whilst also enjoying social time with their peers and creating lifelong memories.

Sc I e n c e ap p r e c I at I o n

Students are encouraged to appreciate the role of science in their everyday lives and to link the curricular with 
the extra-curricular. We aim to stimulate greater understanding of Science through active experimentation and 
to promote independent thought and research skills by encouraging project work. Each year senior students 
participate in the Regional AIT Science Quiz. Junior students participate in the School Excellence Fund which 
increases the uptake of Science subjects at Senior level. All students are invited to complete projects for BT 
Young Scientist, Sci-fest and many other National Science competitions.

yo u n g en t r e p r e n e u r S

The IBYE is a national competition to find Ireland’s best young entrepreneur. The students promote their products 
and merchandise by selling them with great enthusiasm at market day in school.

en v I r o n m e n ta l awa r e n e S S

Coláiste Chiaráin takes its commitment to the environment very seriously, especially given the growing global 
concerns regarding climate change. We are justifiably proud of several recent successes in this area.

In 2019, Coláiste Chiaráin was awarded the Green Schools Litter flag. The hardworking students on the Green 
Schools’ Committee are now working to add the Water flag to their repertoire. These students also received a 
Sustainability Award for 2019/20 from the Tidy Towns organisation, acknowledging their work in this area. Added 
to such successes, the TY Environmental group have had their recycling themed advertisement screened in 
both Athlone and Roscommon cinemas for a three week period, a very exciting reward for their creativity and 
powerful campaign about chewing gum and its environmental impact.

ex t r a cu r r I c u l a r ac t I v I t I e S



“
“

We l c o m e f r o m Bi s h o p Do r a n

In a year when so many things proved not to be possible, I am delighted that the new school building at Coláiste 
Chiaráin was completed and formally handed over in time for the opening of the new academic year. Much credit is due 
to Mr. Brendan Waldron and his management team, to Rhattigan’s who built the school and to the design team put in 
place by the Department of Education and Skills.
 
The College builds on the spiritual and educational tradition of Clonmacnoise, where St. Ciarán had his monastery. The 
buildings are quite different, of course, but one thing the new Coláiste Chiaráin has in common with Clonmacnoise is 
space and light. This creates an atmosphere in which students and staff alike can work together without the experience 
of being “boxed in”, which is so often associated with large institutions. This year in particular, the added space makes it 
possible for the College to function effectively and safely.
 
Since the decision was taken to establish Coláiste Chiaráin, just four years ago, the College has been guided by a 
dedicated Board of Management, comprising parents, teachers and members of the wider community, and Chaired by 
Mr. Frank Smith. Now that they have completed their term of office, I want to publicly acknowledge the tremendous 
work that they did together over those four years, working closely with staff and students and with our own Diocesan 
Education Secretariat. I am very grateful also to those who have now agreed to serve on the new Board and they include 
some members of the original Board who have agreed to serve for another term. This allows for a certain continuity of 
vision. I have appointed Mr. Seamus O’Brien to chair the new Board. Seamus has extensive experience as a teacher and 
school principal and also in teacher-education.
 
The year 2020 has been very challenging for everybody in our society. Relationships have been put on hold; projects of 
all kinds have been cancelled or deferred. I am very happy that, in the midst of all this, our schools are open and I am 
conscious this would not be possible without the hard work and adaptability of our teachers and the generous buy-in 
from the students themselves. We still have much to learn in our society about taking responsibility for one another and 
I hope that, by word and example, Coláiste Chiaráin can contribute to that essential learning.
 
Christians are called to be people of Hope. The motto of the Diocese of Elphin is Dominus Spes Mea (My hope is in the 
Lord). Hope is not just wishful thinking; it is a Christian virtue. It is rooted in our conviction that God always walks with 
us, especially in times of challenge and difficulty, and that his love is never taken back. Alongside all the many practical 
things that our students learn in the course of their years in Coláiste Chiaráin, it is an integral part of the mission of the 
College that young people would be helped to develop that virtue of Christian Hope which will sustain them through 
life and give them confidence to bring the love of God into every situation in which they live, work and relax.

Yours Sincerely,

Kevin Doran 
Bishop of Elphin

A WORD FROM BISHOP DORAN
September 30th 2019

Over the past few years, since Coláiste Chiaráin was established, the 
tradition has developed of taking the first year group to Clonmacnoise 
towards the end of September.  Almost fifteen hundred years ago, St 
Chiaráin established  a community of hospitality and learning on the 
banks of the Shannon. To some people this may be ancient history, but  
today, it is our story. Coláiste Chiárain seeks to be a community of 
welcome and of learning, inspired by the same Gospel that inspired St. 
Ciaran and the monks of Clonmacnoise. 

Forty years ago, Pope John Paul II came to Clonmacnoise to pray. 
He spoke of the powerful influence of the students of Clonmacnoise 
throughout Europe in the first milennium. Not only did they spread 
the good news of the Gospel but, as the Pope commented, they 
enriched the culture of Europe with their art. This year, it was the turn 
of our first years. 

We gathered under the same shelter as Pope John Paul and we 
prayed about our hopes and our concerns. We asked God to bless 
our search for truth.  I looked around me at all the first years, each 
with his or her own unique personality and character. I found myself 
wondering about their particular gifts, some of which remain to be 
discovered and developed. Their time at Coláiste Chiárain will be 
relatively short; just a few years. It is our privilege to support them in 
discovering their gifts and in becoming the people that God calls them 
to be.  

After the visit to Clonmacnoise I came back to Coláiste Chiárain to 
meet the staff. I was amazed to see how things were progressing on 
the building site. The new school building is taking shape very nicely. 
We expect that it will be completed by early summer and ready 
for use by the time the next group of first years is welcomed in 
September. 

But indoors there is another, equally important, building project going 
on. Without a good teaching staff, the new classrooms would only 
be an empty shell. Over the past three years the staff, under the 
leadership of the Principal, Brendan Waldron, has become an energetic 
team of professionals, combining the energy of youth with the wisdom 
of experience. I am deeply grateful to them for all that they have 
done to make Coláiste Chiárain what it is today. If you are considering 
sending your son or daughter to Coláiste Chiárain next September, I 
am confident that you will not be disappointed. 

Yours Sincerely,

Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

St. Mary’s, Temple St., Sligo, Ireland
Email: kevindoran@elphindiocese.ie 

Tel.: +353 71 9150106

In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. (Rom. 12)

12th October 2018

Dear Parents

Your son or daughter is growing up and you are beginning to think about secondary
education. You look back in amazement to that day seven or eight years ago when 
you brought an infant to primary school for the first time. It probably seems just 
like yesterday.

In much the same way, our “baby” is growing up too. It seems like no time ago
since plans were first unveiled for the development of a new Secondary School on 
the Summerhill campus, to replace St. Aloysius College and St. Joseph’s,
Summerhill. Now, in its second year, almost half of the students in Coláiste Chiaráin 
have never known any other secondary school. There is a confident feel about the 
place.

I had the pleasure of joining this year’s first year group for a pilgrim visit to
Clonmacnoise in September. It was useful reminder of the contribution that people
of faith have made to education around these parts down through the centuries. The
Diocese of Elphin is proud to be able to continue that mission today through the
work of Coláiste Chiaráin. The College strives for excellence in all areas of the
curriculum and is now in a position to offer a wider subject choice because of the
larger numbers of students.

The college seeks to be place of welcome for all, according to the spirit of the 
Gospel; a place in which each student is supported as he or she matures in body,
mind and spirit. The Diocese has already made provision for a chaplaincy service
and we are committed to supporting the fitting out of a small chapel / prayer-space
for students and staff, when the new school building is complete. We were very
happy to hear, some months ago, that planning permission has been granted for 
the new building and we look forward to seeing the construction work commence on 
this project in the first half of 2019. There are many reasons to give thanks and to
look to the future with hope. I hope that you and you son or daughter may wish to
be part of that future.

Yours Sincerely

+ Kevin Doran
Bishop of Elphin

INTRODUCTION
Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the prospectus for Coláiste 
Chiaráin, Athlone.  Choosing a secondary 
school for your child is one of the most 
important decisions you will make about 
his/her educational future. We hope that 
this prospectus will help you make that 
choice.

The holistic education of each boy and girl in our care is at the heart 
of everything we do. Here, at Coláiste Chiaráin, our priority is to 
develop academic excellence, independent learning and a realisation 
in each student of their full potential.

At Coláiste Chiaráin we are committed to offering a broad and 
comprehensive range of subjects to all our students. This will enable 
them to choose the academic path that best suits their ability, 
individuality and ambitions.

The extensive range of extra-curricular activities which are on offer 
at Coláiste Chiaráin further signal our commitment to our students 
holistic education. Each student will be offered the opportunity to 
discover their passion, be it in the area of sport, design, literature or 
technology.

The school is committed to the development and care of each and 
every student in a community, where respect for one another is held 
in the highest regard. I look forward to meeting you and your child. 

Brendan Waldron
Principal

Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to Coláiste Chiaráin. I am 
proud to introduce our school to you 
and hope that this prospectus will give 
you an insight into the special qualities 
of the school and the excellent all-round 
education we offer.

We are very proud of the broad 
curriculum we offer, our excellent 
facilities and the exceptional array of 

extra-curricular activities we provide. We seek to promote the holistic 
development of each student, focusing on the academic, social, 
emotional, cultural and spiritual development of each individual. We 
aim to help our students develop personal and life skills which are 
essential as they prepare to take their places in a challenging modern 
society. 

Our students are encouraged by a dedicated team of teachers to
work hard and reach their potential. These teachers embrace new
teaching methodologies, curriculum reform and educational 
initiatives for the benefit of our students. They are passionate about 
their subjects and profession and have a genuine interest in the 
development, progress and wellbeing of each student. 

I am delighted to welcome you to Coláiste Chiaráin, with a sense of 
pride in the values we represent, and confidence in the service we 
provide. I hope that this prospectus will give you a sense of what our 
school is like and will assist you in deciding on the next stage of your 
child’s education. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries. 

Marguerite Quinlan
Deputy Principal

 

ex t r a cu r r i c u l a r ac t i v i t i e s

pu B l i c sp e a k i n g & De B at i n g

All year groups participate in public speaking and debating. This encourages students to voice their opinion in 
relation to social, political and global issues.

The school participates in many local, regional and national competitions including the Soroptimist Public 
Speaking Competition, Roscommon Schools Public Speaking Competition, Western Region Drug and Alcohol 
Task Force Public Speaking Competition, Joan O’Brien Public Speaking Competition, Inter-Class Debates and 
community radio debates.

co m p u t e r & te c h n o l o g y

The club is a popular element of the school’s IT programme. The students meet on a weekly basis to develop 
their ICT skills and discuss the latest events in the technology sector. The students can use this time to work 
on projects relating to computers and technology.

mu s i c & Dr a m a

Coláiste Chiaráin actively promotes the Arts. The Annual School Talent Show, Music during Religious Ceremonies 
and the TY Musical all provide students with an opportunity to display and develop their talents.
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Coláiste Chiaráin
Neart le Chéile

At h l o n e

Pr o s P e c t u s 202128 acre campus setting in a quiet, out of town environment
state of the art building to cater for up to 1,000 students

Coláiste Chiaráin
Neart le Chéile

090 649 2383
info@colaistechiarainathlone.ie
www.colaistechiarainathlone.ie
summerhill, athlone, co. roscommon

physical education facility 
exceeding 1,000 sqm., 
including:

.  large gymnasium  

.  fitness suite  

.  6 hard play courts 

.  numerous playing pitches  

specialist rooms for:  
.  art   
.  home economics   
.  construction studies   
.  design & communication graphics
.  music
.  engineering  
.  6 science laboratories  
.  cutting edge ict facilities 

state of the art building:
.  range of spacious social   
    areas for students
.  37 general classrooms
.  a special needs facility 
   & asd unit
.  dedicated library  
.  canteen


